26o                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
orders to put himself straight to bed.    It was rather an anxious parting, for me!
At eleven o'clock we came off to the Lilbeck
in Mr. H------'s boat, with its smart crew looking
very nice in their scarlet lava-lavas and white shirts. The first person I met on board was the doctor from Apia, and you may imagine my surprise when he quietly informed me that I had just come through a moderately severe attack of influenza! and might be very thankful I had not been worse. It seems that many people in Apia are down with it, and the German consul is so weak that he cannot stand upright. No wonder I felt so sick and useless, and so unlike an ordinary 'colded' condition; and oh! I do hope Lou won't have it badly. Of course, I shall be exceedingly anxious till I hear how he is.
My party soon went on shore, but I had several visitors who came off to say goodbye, bringing me quantities of flowers and fruit ;
Mrs. C------in particular gave me a basket full
of the lovely crimson hibiscus that she knew I am so fond of. I said to her, ' There are just two things I cannot realise just now: one, that this is New Year's Day; the other, that it is Sunday/ I had scarcely made the remark when I was informed that it was neither. The Lubeck keeps Australian time, while Samoa, as I told you a while ago, reckons by San Francisco; so, although in politeness she saluted the Samoan